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A LETTER FROM FROM LOVE & HOPE
CHILDREN’S HOME
For almost a decade Love & Hope Children’s home has provided shelter,
support, safety, education and love for the forgotten children of El Salvador.
During that time we expanded our outreach to our children, their families, the
community and country of El Salvador.
This past year has been a year of growth and change as we continually
adapt to the needs of our children and the governmental changes in El
Salvador. We expanded Programa Familar, our family counseling program
that helps repair the broken bonds our kids and their families have
experienced. Love & Hope was blessed by visits from numerous teams
and visitors who worked at the home and in the community. We also
welcomed two long-time missionaries, Kirsten Zimmerman, Director of
Education and Mandy Sidorski, Director of Administration to our team.
Education has always been a large part of our vision here at Love & Hope. I
am excited to report that the kids are excelling and really enjoy their schooling.
Last year we re-evaluated the educational needs of each child and made a
few changes to the schools everyone attends. The result has been great,
grades are up and everyone is happy with this positive change. A solid
education is important for each child to have a bright and happy future.
The past year wouldn’t have been possible without the support of all the
wonderful supporters and volunteers that have come through our doors. We
thank you and look forward to another amazing year.
Gratefully,

Rachel Sanson, Founder & Executive Director
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FOR THE LEAST OF THESE
Dr. David Eastman – Assistant Professor of Religion at Ohio
Wesleyan University in Columbus, Ohio
In March of 2013, I had the opportunity to co-advise a student
spring break team from Ohio Wesleyan University to Love and
Hope. I had never been to Central America and had no idea of
the life-changing experience that awaited our team and me
personally. I would like to share here two brief reflections on my
time there.
First, a realization that hit me within 24 hours of arrival: the
work there never stops. I think in terms of systems and was
overwhelmed by the sheer logistical challenge of managing all
the moving parts. So many things have to happen on a daily
basis, and from my conversation with Rachel and Kirsten at
dinner the first night, it was clear that no two days are the
same. Many of the children have particular needs that put
substantial pressure on the staff to be, literally it seems, two
places at once. Even when the kids are in the house, they’re
still kids, and that means they need help and sometimes
correction. I’ve been in a number of care facilities in my life (my
father is a pastor and hospice chaplain), and I’ve learned how
to spot right away staff members who put on a good show
when outsiders visit but slack off otherwise. There was none of
that at Love and Hope, and the key ingredient that I observed
is there in the home’s name: love. The staff truly love these
children, and the children know it and respond to it. You can
see in a child’s eye the look that says, “Even in my craziness, I
know I am loved – deeply and unconditionally.” And sadly, you
can also see the look of a child that is denied that sense of
being loved. These children are loved.

“Pure and undefiled religion before God is this: to visit widows and
orphans in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world”
– James 1:27
Second, an experience that opened our eyes to the needs in El
Salvador. One day we went out to visit the Community, a
makeshift “town” of dispossessed people who had lost their
homes to natural disasters or by other means and were moved
out to this remote location. We drove through a small town to
the end of the paved road, and then we started on a road of
dirt, mud, and rock. After about 10 minutes we arrived. Some
houses had brick walls and a tin roof, but most had tin sides or
even scraps of fabric hanging to make the walls. As we drove
through the “streets” of dirt and rock, children recognized that
the Love and Hope team was arriving, and they ran to greet
Rachel and Kirsten. From all directions, I could see little clouds
of dust rushing toward us, preceded by the smiling faces of
children. Following a walking tour of the Community,
accompanied by several of the children, we returned to the
open pole barn church, where Rachel led a Bible study for the
kids on the gift of the Holy Spirit. These kids had so little, and
they lived in a place where they were largely ignored or simply
invisible. Yet they were not invisible to the Love and Hope
team.

“Whatever you have done for the least of these, you have done for
me” – Matt 25:40
The example of the Love and Hope team challenged and
inspired all of us. They truly do “care for orphaned, abused,
abandoned and neglected children by sharing the love of
Jesus in a family setting and providing shelter, safety and
support.” Several of our students commented that it helped
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them realize how much difference a young person really can
make in the world. Two of them have already submitted a
proposal to lead another OWU trip back to El Salvador next
spring, and I hope this relationship, now 7 years running, will
continue for many years to come. I would also like to express
my sincere gratitude to all of you who have supported the
home over the years and have helped make it possible for the
lives of OWU students (and their advisors!) to be changed.

have come from and to compare that to the love and hope
they are experiencing now.
Through Rachel and her staff, God has rescued these children
and they now have amazing opportunities ahead of them.
What might these children become over the next 10 years as
they grow as disciples? I can see them as powerful spiritual
leaders in churches, in education, in business, and in the
country.

10 YEARS
Pastor Rick Duncan – Founding Pastor, Pastor of Leadership
and Development and Pastor of Missional Living at Cuyahoga
Valley Church
This past winter, I had the amazing privilege of serving in El
Salvador on a mission trip to Love and Hope Children's Home.
Mark Zimmerman, of WCRF, led our vision tour. Rick McKee,
pastor of Christ Community Church, Stow Campus, was part
of the tour, too.
I enjoyed seeing up close and personal what Rachel Sanson
and her team have been building. Rachel grew up attending
Cuyahoga Valley Church. God called her to mission work in El
Salvador. The children's home opened under her leadership 10
years ago.
Rachel and her team are caring for abused, neglected, and
abandoned children. The children are energizing, fun, busy,
beautiful, and inspiring.
We also traveled to several surrounding villages to see where
these kids have come from. It's stunning to see the
impoverished and disempowering environments where they

It is a privilege and honor to pray for and support Rachel, the
staff, the volunteers, and the children of the Love and Hope
Children's home. I praise God for the great things He has done
through Love & Hope Children’s Home! To God alone be the
glory!
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allowed us to spend some valuable time reconnecting with
friends and family and getting some much needed rest and
restoration. Two other unexpected, but very exciting, events
were the arrival of our youngest youth, Osiel, into our home
and the marriage of our oldest youth, Samuel.
On the flip side, we also experienced several unexpected
events within our church ministry that left us saddened and
many times feeling like we were starting over from “square
one.” We were reminded that our plans are not His plans and
that the only thing constant and dependable is His love and
faithfulness. We truly felt the Refiner’s fire.

THE HIBBS
Britney Hibbs – Love & Hope Youth Ministry
Bobby and Britney Hibbs are full time missionaries working
with at risk youth in El Salvador.
The 2012 year was the “year of the unexpected” for the Love &
Hope Youth Ministry. It seemed that the year was full of many
surprise, unplanned, and completely unexpected events and
we were often excited….and at times worried…to see what
was waiting around the corner next! One of the biggest
unexpected events for the year was the incredible blessing of a
gift that allowed us to travel back to the United States and
furlough for two months. We had not been to the States in
three years, so this unexpected gift was very special to us and

As we look into the 2013
year, however, we are
encouraged and hopeful
about what is happening
right now. This year we have
really been able to focus on
our core value of community
service and have completed
numerous outreach projects
which have been very
exciting, and a huge
blessing, for everyone
involved. We are also
planning a “Luke 14 Run” at the end of June to raise funds for
further community outreach and projects. In addition, the
music and English classes, two small groups, and weekly
Saturday services in the church are all going very well. Lastly,
we also saw Elias, a youth from our transitional home,
graduate from high school this year!
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EXPENSES

REVENUE

FINANCES
$912.00

$60,184.00

$155,101.45

25%
30%

27%

18%

$79,605.75

General Donations
Designated Donations
Missionary Support
Background Checks

Love & Hope Operating Expenses
Love & Hope Designated Transfers
Missionary Donations
Background Checks
Advisory Board / Other
Administration
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ABOUT AME INTERNATIONAL
AME International
is a non-profit organization
under section 501 (c) (3) of the
Internal Revenue Code
P.O. Box 670631
Northfield, OH 44067
E-MAIL
contact@ame-intl.org
WEBSITE www.ame-intl.org
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
• Susan Baker - President
• Dan Boyle - Treasurer
• David Palivec - Secretary

MISSION STATEMENT
To bring Glory to God by raising money to provide for the
educational, emotional, physical, psychological, and spiritual
needs of previously abused, neglected, and mistreated
children, who are now living at the Love & Hope Children’s
Home in El Salvador and, as God provides, ministering to the
marginalized people of El Salvador.

8

